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Andrea, a shareholder in our Plano office, received her Juris Doctor from Texas Tech University School of 

Law. She graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Management also from 

Texas Tech University. 

Andrea has an extensive background in litigation. Prior to joining our firm, she practiced family law for 

several years, successfully representing clients in highly contested divorce, custody, and adoption matters. 

This experience makes Andrea invaluable not only in court, but also in training school personnel in family 

law issues and in handling sensitive situations with parents and students. 

Currently, one focus of Andrea’s practice is the area of disability rights. She represents school districts in 

ARD meetings, Section 504 meetings, OCR complaints, mediations, and due process hearings. She also 

litigates appeals of due process hearings in the federal courts. She has prevailed in oral arguments before 

the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and has authored countless briefs and motions resulting in 

victories for school districts at the district and appellate court levels. 

In addition, Andrea routinely litigates employment, personnel, and contract matters in both administrative 

and court proceedings. She is also a frequent speaker at school districts and regional education service 

centers across Texas on a wide variety of topics, including special education, personnel, family law, and 

student issues. 

Andrea is admitted to practice in the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States 

District Courts of the Northern, Eastern, Southern and Western Districts of Texas. She is a member of the 

School Law section of the Texas Bar and the Texas Council of School Attorneys.  

Andrea’s email address is amooney@edlaw.com. 
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An Administrator’s Guide 
to Reading Custody Orders

Andrea L. Mooney, Shareholder

Three Steps to Success

1. Review the Start and the End

2. Know the Parties

3. Check for Key Words
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September 20

1. Review the Start and the End

• To begin, look at the title of the document. 

• You’re looking for the word “Order” or “Decree.”

• If it’s not an order, we will not rely upon it.
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It May Say…

• Final Decree of Divorce

• Temporary Orders

• Order in Suit Affecting Parent-Child Relationship

• Order in Suit to Modify Parent-Child Relationship
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1. Review the Start and the End

• Then, check the end of the document

• We need a Judge’s signature

• Look for a seal!

• Sometimes these are electronic
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2. Know the Parties

• Make sure you know:
̶ Parents’ names

̶ Child(ren)’s names

• Know their titles
̶ Who is “Petitioner”

̶ Who is “Respondent”

Terms to Know: Parties

• Petitioner - whomever filed the lawsuit

• Respondent - whomever was the person sued 
in the lawsuit
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3. Look for Key Words

• Joint Managing Conservator

• Possessory Conservator

• Sole Managing Conservator

• Decisions concerning the child’s education

• School Activities

• Residence

• Access
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Vocabulary to Know

• Joint Managing Conservator – both parties will share 
responsibilities for the child(ren)

• Possessory Conservator – this person has rights to the 
child(ren), but not viewed as the primary parent.
̶ More of a right “to be informed” and to make less routine 

decisions.

• Sole Managing Conservator – this person has rights to the 
child(ren) to make the routine, impactful decisions for the 
child, and is typically viewed as the primary parent

Joint Managing Conservator

“It is a rebuttable presumption that the appointment 
of the parents of a child as joint managing 
conservators is in the best interest of the child. A 
finding of a history of family violence involving the 
parents of a child removes the presumption under this 
subsection.”

Tex. Fam. Code § 153.131(b)
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Joint Managing Conservators
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Helpful for 

permission slips 

and enrollment 

data

Parent/teacher 

conferences, ARD 

meetings, etc.
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Possession Schedules

• We look to see who can pick the child up from 
school

• Check to see if possession for a party requires 
supervision

• Look for words such as “standard,” or “modified”

Standard Possession Order

Presumption that the Standard Possession Order 
is the minimum possession for non-custodial 
parent and is in the best interest of the child.

Tex. Fam. Code § 153.252
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Factors to Modify Possession Order

The Court considers the following in whether to modify the 
standard possession order:

(1) the age, developmental status, circumstances, needs, and 
best interest of the child;

(2) the circumstances of the managing conservator and of the 
parent named as a possessory conservator; and

(3) any other relevant factor.

Tex. Fam. Code § 153.256

Standard Possession 
Schedules

• Depends on how far apart the 
parties live: 

• When parents live 50 or less miles 
apart, noncustodial parent can 
choose “default” or “election” 
options.

• There are additional standard 
schedules for parents living 51-100 
miles apart, and parents living over 
100 mile apart.
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When in Doubt, 
Call Your Attorney

• Things can get complicated if there is a history of 
family violence

• Perhaps there are grandparent conservators

• If you only have “Temporary Orders” on file

• If you’re presented with a newly signed order after 
having a previous order

Questions?

CONTACT US

www.edlaw.com

(800) 488-9045

information@edlaw.com
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